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Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 May 2006 (RCE) . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on May 25, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 and 17, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP/62- 
46273 to Ono (of record). 

Regarding claims 1 and 17, Ono disclosed (Fig. 1 and 2) a passive thermal switch 
assembly, comprising: a heat pipe (21) having an evaporator end and a condenser end 
(inherently), two proximate thermally conductive contacts (second contact is at the end of the 
heat pipe (21), and a first one is at the ends of the moving strips of member (22)), a shape 
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memory alloy (see translated abstract) link (22) coupled to the first thermally conductive contact 
(see Fig. 2), and adapted to couple to a heat sink (2) (as shown on Fig. 2), wherein the link (22) 
moves the first thermally conductive contact to at least partially engage the second thermally 
conductive contact when at least the link (22) is at a predetermined temperature (see Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 17, Ono additionally disclosed a chassis (1), one circuit component (7) 
mounted within chassis (1), wherein the thermal switch is adjacent to and selectively coupled 
and decoupled fi'om the chassis (1) (Fig. 2). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 14 and 30, as best understood, are rejected vmder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ono taken alone. 

Ono teaches all as apply to claims 1 and 17, respectively, but that the shape memory alloy 
is selected from the group consisting of nickel-titanium, copper-zinc-aluminum, and iron- 
manganese-silicon. All of the aforementioned materials have been notoriously known to have 
shape memory properties and have been widely used in the cooling and switch arts at the time 
the invention was made for making various thermally responsive components. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the relevant art at the time the invention 
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was made to select any suitable shape memory alloy material for making switch components of 
Ono, including as claimed, since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the 
art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of 
obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot, since claims as amended still 
read on JP/62-46273 to Ono as shown above. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anatoly Vortman whose telephone number is 571-272-2047. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, between 10:00 am and 6:30 pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Lynn Feild can be reached on 571-272-2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Anatoly Vortman 
Primary Examiner 



